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Welcome and Announcements

Opening Prayer

God, our Creator, we offer this humble prayer the day after Christmas Day. We come
to worship with a song of thanks in our hearts—a song of redemption, a song of
hope and renewal. We pray for joy in our hearts, hope in our God, love to forgive,
and peace upon the earth. We ask for the salvation of all our family members and
friends, and we pray your blessings on all people. May there be bread for the hungry,
love for the unlovable, healing for the sick, protection for our children, and wisdom
for our youth. We pray for the forgiveness of sinners and abundant life in Christ. Holy
Spirit, fill our hearts with your love and power. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.
Amen.

Hymn 132  Good Christian Friends Rejoice

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what
we say: Jesus Christ is born today; Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the

manger now. Christ is born today! Christ is born today!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye hear of
endless bliss: Jesus Christ was born for this! He has opened heaven's door, and

we are blest forevermore. Christ was born for this! Christ was born for this!

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear
the grave: Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain

the everlasting hall. Christ was born to save! Christ was born to save!



Prayer of Confession (Responsive)

On this the day after Christmas, as another year draws to a close, we come together
before God and with one another, confessing the ways in which we have been
caught up in the frenzied spirit of the holidays and turned away from Your Spirit of
Peace, the times we have focused so much on our own lives and desires, that we
have neglected the voices of your children who cry out for Justice; in our focus on
making the season perfect we have turned away from the hurting people and
broken places in our world in need of Healing; in the times we have dismissed
Christmas as a time only for children, and we have stubbornly closed our hearts to

your amazing gift of Love.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem, Word Become Flesh, our Savior and King, hear us as we
humbly pray, cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. Amen. Time for silent
reflection.

Assurance of Grace

Hear the good news of Christmas. God reveals to us the wonders of divine love.

For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given. His name shall be called
Wonderful, Counselor, the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince of Peace.

Special Music Mary, Did You Know? Eileen Mihm and Carolyn Crocker

Prayers of the People Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying

Hymn 140 Once in Royal David's City
Once in royal David'’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed: Mary was that mother mild; Jesus Christ, her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, and his shelter
was a stable, and his cradle was a stall; with the poor and meek and lowly, lived
on earth our Savior holy.

Jesus is our childhood's pattern; day by day like us he grew; he was little, weak
and helpless; tears and smiles like us he knew; and he feels for all our sadness,
and he shares in all our gladness.

And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love; for that child
so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; and he leads his children on to
the place where he is gone.



Prayer for lllumination
God of light, you have revealed your very self to us in your son Jesus Christ,

your one Word made flesh, who lived among us, full of grace and truth.
Open us to your revelation once again, that in the words of your holy scripture

we might know your presence and follow in your light always.

First Lesson: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
*Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. =His

mother used to make for him a little robe and take it to him each year, when she
went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. #Then Eli would bless
Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this
woman for the gift that she made to the LORD"; and then they would return to their
home. »Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with

the LORD and with the people.

Second Lesson: Luke 2:41-52
“Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the

Passover. <And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. “When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. “Assuming that he
was in the group of travelers, they went a day's journey. Then they started to look
for him among their relatives and friends. “When they did not find him, they
returned to Jerusalem to search for him. «After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them

questions. “And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his
answers. “When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to
him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and | have been
searching for you in great anxiety.” “He said to them, “Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that | must be in my Father's house?"=But they did not
understand what he said to them. =Then he went down with them and came to
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things in her
heart. =And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human

favor.

Sermon “Boxing Day” Rev. Anne McAnelly




Affirmation

We believe that God has come to us as a little child,
making our weakness his strength,
securing our salvation by becoming one of us,
blessing us with a steadfast savior,
filling our hearts with joy to be shared with one another.
We believe that God has birthed righteousness and justice into the world,
giving us a law that will be written upon our hearts,
making the cause of the oppressed the highest priority,
declaring an everlasting reign of peace,
defeating the power of pain and suffering.
We believe that God calls us to participate in this reality of love,
inviting us to procilaim Christs resurrection,
transforming us as disciples to go out into the world,
sending us forth to announce his kingdom of peace and comfort,
challenging us to see everyone as nothing less than beloved children.
This we believe.
This we preach.
This we seek to embody in word and deed.

Offertory What Child Is This arr. by Patricia Jaeger  Eileen Mihm and Carolyn Crocker
Doxology

Offering Prayer
There are so many things to be thankful for today, God. Receive these tokens of
our gratitude for your love incarnate in the babe of Bethlehem. May they become
God-with-us for all the world. May they breathe magic back into a world that
needs a sense of wonder and joy. Amen.



Hymn 136 Go Tell It On The Mountain

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain

that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching o'er silent flocks by night, behold, throughout

the heavens there shone a holy light.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain

that Jesus Christ is born!

The shepherds feared and trembled when lo! above the earth rang out the angel

chorus that hailed our Savior's birth.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain

that Jesus Christ is born!

Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn.

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born!

Benediction




