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Welcome and Announcements

Threshold Moment- Good Enough
What in our lives do we dream about for tomorrow, void of sorrow?

Time spent regretting decisions of our yesterdays, mistakes we made?
Sometimes we get what we get, life disappoints us and yet,
God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough.

Opening Prayer (Based on Psalm 32)

Holy One, God of Forgiveness,

we call out to you and you surround us with deliverance.

You love us infinitely more than we love ourselves or others.

Open us this day to your counsel, helping us be more merciful, more grace-filled,

so that we might rejoice in simple and good enough moments that fill our days. Amen.

*Hymn __We’re Part of the Blessing (Lyrics: Carolyn Gillette, tune: Ash Grove)

We're part of the blessing of God's new creation;

The world may not see it, but we know it's true.

For God in Christ Jesus has given salvation;

The old life is gone! God makes everything new!

We're part of the blessing, for we are God's children.
We're loved and forgiven! We're welcomed back home.
And now we are called to be part of God's kingdom,
To welcome the children God claims as his own.

A man had two sons and the younger said to him,
"I want my inheritance now! It is mine!"

His father divided the property with him;

That son spent it all and was soon feeding swine.
But then he remembered his father providing;

He thought he would beg to go home as a slave.
His dad saw him coming as he stood there waiting;
He ran out to greet him and welcome and save.

We're part of the blessing of God's new creation;

As we have been welcomed, may we share God's grace.
There's no room for grumbling in God's gracious kingdom;
There's no place to question God's loving embrace.



The outcast, the sinner, the poor, struggling mother,

The addict, the seeker, the one who is lost —

God welcomes them home and invites them to dinner —
God runs out to greet us through Christ and his cross.

Honest Questions, Compassionate Response

... And know, that despite our sometimes faltering steps,

in the name of Jesus Christ, you are being forgiven, even now.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

Glory to God! Amen.

The Peace
The Peace of Christ be with You and also with You.

Anthem T7ake, Lord, Receive by John Foley
Played and sung by Eileen Mihm and Carolyn Crocker

Prayer of Illumination
Gracious God, as we turn to your Word for us, may the Spirit of God rest upon us. Help us to be

steadfast in our hearing, in our speaking, in our believing, and in our living. Amen.

First Lesson: Psalm 32

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

2 Happy are those to whom the LORD imputes no iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

3 While I kept silence, my body wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

4For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

5 Then 1 acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not hide my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.

6 Therefore let all who are faithful
offer prayer to you;

at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters
shall not reach them.

7You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with glad cries of deliverance.

81 will instruct you and teach you the way you should go;
I will counsel you with my eye upon you.




? Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding,
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle,
else it will not stay near you.
19 Many are the torments of the wicked,
but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the LORD.
11 Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous,
and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.

Second Lesson: Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and
the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So
he told them this parable:

“There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father, 'Father, give me the
share of the property that will belong to me.' So he divided his property between them. A few
days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living.

“When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he
began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who
sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the
pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he came to himself he said, How
many of my father's hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger!
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”

“So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was
filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to
him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called
your son.'

“But the father said to his slaves, 'Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat
and celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!" And
they began to celebrate.

“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, "Your
brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and
sound.” Then he became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with
him. But he answered his father, 'Listen! For ali these years I have been working like a siave for
you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat
so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has
devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!'

"Then the father said to him, 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we
had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was
lost and has been found.’"

A Word of God that is still speaking, Thanks be to God.



Reflection: “We Often Believe We Are the Problem”

Rev. Anne McAnelly

Prayers of the People and Prayer Song — That’s Enough for Me

Though all along our daily pilgrim race

our treasures small and very few may be,

our souls are blest with God’s unending grace,
and that is enough, enough for me.

Oh, that’s enough for me,

God’s truth has set me free;

the love of Christ has sanctified my soul,

and that is enough for me.

When food and raiment are not ever sure,
and simple fare is hard to get for some,

we work to share our goods with one and all,
and that is enough, enough for me.

Oh, that’s enough for me,

God’s truth has set me free;

a love like Christ’s is meant for ev’ry soul,
and that is enough for me.

Offering

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Jesus Christ, our burdens know,
Praise Spirit through whom our hearts grow,
Praise Three-in-One, from here below.
Offering Prayer
Generous God,
in light of your extravagant blessings—
no matter what the state of the world or our imperfect lives—
we offer our gifts and ourselves,
and know that you transform what we plant
into the produce of love.
Amen.



*Hymn “This is a Day of New Beginnings” (Tune Love Divine)

This is a day of new -- beginnings,
time to remember, and -- move on,
time to believe what love -- is bringing,
laying to rest the pain -- that's gone.

For by the life and death -- of Jesus,
love's mighty Spirit, now -- as then,

can make for us a world -- of difference
as faith and hope are born -- again.

Then let us, with the Spi -- rit's daring,
step from the past, and leave -- behind
our disappointment, guilt -- and grieving,
seeking new paths, and sure -- to find.

Christ is alive, and goes -- before us
to show and share what love -- can do.
This is a day of new -- beginnings;
our God is making all -- things new.

Blessing and Benediction

Good Enough Benediction: “God is still here and somehow, this faith is good enough.”

Worship Notes:

All liturgy and leader parts Marcia McFee © www.worshipdesignstudio.com/goodenough. Used and
adapted with permission. “Good Enough” theme song by Marsha Charles, Marcia McFee, Chuck Bell.
Used with permission of Worship Design Studio.

“A Blessing for a Joyfully Mediocre Journey” from Good Enough: 40’ish Devotionals for a Life of
Imperfection by Kate Bowler and Jessica Richie. Used with permission. Purchase the book at
www.katebowler.com/goodenough.

Music licenses: CCL/






