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WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

* Please stand in bodly or in spirit.

AWORD OF WELCOME AND RITUAL OF FRIENDSHIP

We are glad you came to church this morning. Please sign the fellowship pad
and pass it to your neighbor.

*CALL TO WORSHIP

Children of God: welcome!

Welcome to this place of love and grace,

Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance.

God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community,
God invites all of us to share in the good news:

We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are.
In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God.

*HYMN Jesus Loves Me GtG #188

Jesus loves me! This | know,
for the Bible tells me so.

Little ones to him belong.

They are weak, but he is strong.

(Refrain)Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me!
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Yes, Jesus loves me!
The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! This | know,
as he loved so long ago,
taking children on his knee,
saying, "Let them come to me."

(Refrain)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Gracious God, we confess that we have longed too much for the comforts of this world. We
have loved the gifts more than the giver. In your mercy, help us to see that all the things we
pine for are shadows, but you are substance; that they are quicksands, but you are
mountain; that they are shifting, but you are anchor. We plead your forgiveness on the merits
of Jesus Christ. Accept his worthiness for our unworthiness, his sinlessness for our
transgressions, his fullness for our emptiness, his glory for our shame, his righteousness for
our dead works, his death for our life. We pray in Jesus’ hame. Amen.

Time for silent reflection.

ASSURANCE OF GRACE (Responsive)

As far as the East is from the West, so far has God removed our transgressions from us. Walk in
the newness of life! Friends, believe the good news of the gospel:

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’'S PRAYER
Sharing Joys and Concerns
Song of prayer: Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying (pew song sheet)
Prayers lifted to God
The Lord'’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kihngdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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*HYMN Lord Prepare Me (4x) GtG #701
Lord, prepare me

to be a sanctuary,

pure and holy, tried and true.

With thanksgiving,

I'll be a living sanctuary for you.

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for illumination (unison)
Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the Scriptures are
read and your Word is proclaimed, we may be renewed and transformed. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Genesis 22:1-14 OT page #17-18

22 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here |
am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah,
and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that | shall show you.” 3 So
Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him,
and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the
distance that God had shown him. 4 On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far
away. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and | will go
over there; we will worship, and then we will come back to you.” 6 Abraham took the wood of the
burnt offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two
of them walked on together. 7 Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here | am,
my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt
offering?” 8 Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the
two of them walked on together. 9 When they came to the place that God had shown him,
Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on
the altar, on top of the wood. 10 Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his
son. 11 But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And
he said, “Here | am.” 12 He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now
| know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13 And
Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the
ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called that place
“The Lord will provide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”
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SECOND LESSON: Mark 9:30-37 NT page #44-45
30 They went on from there and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know it; 31
for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 32 But they did
not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33 Then they came to
Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on
the way?” 34 But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the
greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must
be last of all and servant of all.” 36 Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking
it in his arms, he said to them, 37 “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes
me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.”

SERMON Christ, God’'s Only Son The Rev. Anne McAnelly

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

AFFIRMATOPM OF FAITH (from A Brief Staterment of Faith)

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and
culture, to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, and to work with others for justice,
freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ
in our daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven
and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” With believers in every time and place, we
rejoice that nothing in life or in death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

OFFERING
Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him
above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering Prayer (unison)

Gracious God, we offer these gifts to you as an expression of our gratitude and love. May
they be used to nurture wisdom, foster peace, and serve those in need. As we dedicate these
offerings, help us to embody the spirit of humility and service that Christ has witnessed
among us. In Christ's name, we pray. Amen.
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*HYMN Crown Him with Many Crowns
Crown him with many crowns,

the Lamb upon his throne;

hark, how the heavenly

anthem drowns

all music but its own!

Awake, my soul, and sing

of him who died for thee,

and halil him as thy matchless King
through all eternity.

Crown him the Lord of love;
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified:

No angel in the sky

can fully bear that sight,
but downward bends
his burning eye

at mysteries so bright.

Crown him the Lord of peace,
whose power a scepter sways
from pole to pole,

that wars may cease,
absorbed in prayer and praise.

His reign shall know no end;
and round his pierced feet
fair flowers of paradise extend
their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown him the Lord of years,
the potentate of time;

creator of the rolling spheres,
ineffably sublime.

GtG #268
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All hail, Redeemer, halil!

For thou hast died for me;

thy praise shall never, never fail
throughout eternity.

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Toccata in D Minor by J.S. Bach

The service of worship ends, the service of neighbor and world begins!

Upcoming Events

Mon. September 23  Book Study @ 1:00 PM; pages 147-178
Nominations Meeting 2:15 PM on Zoom
Personnel @ 2:30 PM
Bell Choir @ 2:30 PM
NO CHOIR this week

Sat., September 28  Presbytery Meeting

TODAY’'S WORSHIP VOLUNTEERS
COFFEE HOST: David & Sharon Allhouse ~ GREETER: Al Cheney
LITURGIST: Sandy Petznick
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