
 
 
All are welcome at Christ’s table.  Belief in Christ, not 
membership, offers you this loving invitation.  
 
 
 

INVITATION 
Jesus was always the guest.  In the homes of Peter and Jairus, Martha and Mary, he 
was always the guest.  At the meal tables of the wealthy, where he pled the cause of 
the poor, he was always the guest.  Upsetting polite company, befriending isolated 
people, welcoming the stranger, he was always the guest.  But here, at this table, he 
is the host.  Those who wish to serve him must first be served by him.  Those who 
want to follow him must first be fed by him.  Those who would wash his feet must     
first let him make them clean.  For this is the table where God intends us to be 
nourished; this is the time when Christ can make us new.  So come, you who 
hunger and thirst for a deeper faith, for a better life, for a fairer world. Jesus Christ, 
who has sat at our tables, now invites us to be guests at his 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you. 
    And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
    It is right for us to give thanks and praise. 

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you created heaven and earth, made us in 
your image, and kept covenant with us—even when we fell into sin.  We give you 
thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, who by his life, death, and resurrection opened to 
us the way of everlasting life.  Grateful as we are for the world we know and the 
universe beyond our knowing, we particularly praise you, whom eternity cannot 
contain, for coming to earth and entering time in Jesus. For his life, which informs 
our living, for his compassion, which changes our hearts, for his clear speaking, 
which contradicts our generalities, for his disturbing presence, his innocent 
suffering, his fearless dying, his rising to life and breathing forgiveness, we praise 
you and worship him.  Here too our gratitude rises for the promise of the Holy 
Spirit, who even yet, even now, confronts us with your claims and attracts us to 
your goodness.   Therefore, we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the 
whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name. 
 

 
 

Eternal God, let your Holy Spirit move in power over us and over these earthly gifts of 
bread and wine, that our sharing of them may be for us the communion of the body and 
blood of Christ, and that we may become one in him.  You raised up Jesus, your Son, the 
living bread, in whom ancient hungers are satisfied.  He healed the sick, though he 
himself would suffer; he offered life to sinners, though death would hunt him down. But 
with a love stronger than death, he opened wide his arms and surrendered his spirit. In 
his dying and rising, you gave birth to your church, delivered us from slavery to sin and 
death and made with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. 
 

Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these your gifts of bread and 
wine, that our sharing of the bread we break and the cup we bless may be the 
communion of the body and blood of Christ.  Following Christ’s example let us join in 
praying his prayer   (Lord’s Prayer p. 35 in Hymnal, using “debts/debtors”) 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP 
While the elements are being served, I Am the Bread of Life (522) on Pew Song sheet. 
 
CLOSING PRAYER 
Loving God, we thank you that you have fed us in this sacrament, united us with 
Christ, and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet in your eternal kingdom.  
Send us out in the power of you Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory, for 
the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord, AMEN 
 
 
 

 


