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Worship Bulletin for April 19, 2026

WE GATHER IN GOD’S NAME

Welcome and Announcements

*Call to Worship (responsive)

Leader: Come, people of God, and hear the good news:
All: Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!

Leader: We gather as those who have walked in darkness,
All: And have seen the light of the Risen Lord.

Leader: The One who was crucified now lives and walks among us.

All: Our hearts burn within us as He speaks to us on the way.
Leader: Let us lift our voices in praise and thanksgiving,

All: For death has been defeated, and life has the final word!
Leader: Come, let us worship the Living Christ.

All: Alleluia! Amen!

*Hymn Thine is the Glory
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;

endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away,

kept the folded grave-clothes where thy body lay.

(Refrain)
Thine is the glory, risen, conquering Son;
endless is the victory thou o'er death hast won.

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb;

lovingly he greets us, scatters fear and gloom.

Let the church with gladness hymns of triumph sing,

for the Lord now liveth; death hath lost its sting. (Refrain)

No more we doubt thee, glorious Prince of life!
Life is naught without thee; aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan to thy home above. (Refrain)

GtG #238



Prayer of Confession (unison)

Loving God, we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection, but
are caught in the worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the joy
of new life, but remain discontent, grumbling and anxious. Forgive us when we find it
more comfortable to worry and complain than to risk the joy and encouragement of the
new life in Christ. Call us back to you, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation, restoration
and peace. In the name of the risen Christ we pray. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon (responsive)

Christ is risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary calls out “I have seen
the Lord!” We have seen Christ too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every
choice to restore life in this world. We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and
reconciliation. You are forgiven; accept your forgiveness and know that God loves you and
desires great joy in your life. Amen.

*Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

Anthem Cortege by Gordon Young Eileen Mihm (Organ)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Sharing Joys and Concerns

Song of prayer O Lord, Hear our Prayer (pew song sheet)
Prayers lifted to God and The Lord's Prayer

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kihngdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Hymn Jesus Christ is Risen Today GtG #232
Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!

our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once upon the cross, Alleluial

suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluial

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!

But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
our salvation have procured. Alleluia!
Now above the sky he's King, Alleluia!
where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!



Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
praise eternal as God's love. Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluial!

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

Prayer for lllumination (responsive)

Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit, that as the scriptures
are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear with joy what you say to us this day.
Amen.

First Lesson: Psalms 116:1-4, 12-19 OT page #564
| love the Lord because he has heard my voice and my supplications. Because he inclined
his ear to me, therefore | will call on him as long as | live. The snares of death encompassed
me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; | suffered distress and anguish. Then | called on the
name of the Lord, “O Lord, | pray, save my life!” What shall | return to the Lord for all his bounty
to me? | will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord; | will pay my vows
to the Lord in the presence of all his people. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of
his faithful ones. O Lord, | am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your serving girl. You
have loosed my bonds. | will offer to you a thanksgiving sacrifice and call on the name of
the Lord. | will pay my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the
house of the Lord, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the Lord!

Second Lesson: Luke 24:13-35 NT page#90

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven
miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things that had
happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with
them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him.And he said to them, “What are you
discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of
them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who
does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What
things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed
and word before God and all the people,and how our chief priests and leaders handed him
over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to
redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this
morning, and when they did not find his body there they came back and told us that they had
indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he
said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets
have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter



into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the
things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were
going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with
us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with
them.When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to
them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their
sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to
us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?”That same hour they got up
and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions gathered
together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!”" Then
they told what had happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the
breaking of the bread.

Sermon The Road Goes On Forever Rev. Karla Kress

WE RESPOND IN FAITH

Affirmation of Faith (Confession of Behlar)

We believe that Christ’'s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the
community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; that
unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through
the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must
be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be built
up to attain.

That this unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity
and hatred between people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and
accordingly that anything which threatens this unity may have no place in the church and
must be resisted.

Offering
Let us return to God the offerings of our life and the gifts of the earth. Freely you have
received, freely give.
Offertory
Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

Offering Prayer (unison)
Lord, we know that every good and perfect gift comes from you. We pray that
the gifts of time, talent and treasure we have offered today will work for the good
of the world, so that your love will be known not just in word but in action. In the
name of the risen Christ we pray. Amen.



WE LIVE TO SERVE
*Hymn Called as Partners in Christ's Service GtG #761
Called as partners in Christ's service, called to ministries of grace,
we respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend,
equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.

Christ's example, Christ's inspiring, Christ's clear call to work

and worth, let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’'s people, young and old,
blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.

Thus new patterns for Christ's mission, in a small or global sense,
help us bear each other's burdens, breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision, words of challenge, said with care,

bring new power and strength for action, make us colleagues, free and fair.

So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life

that surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase,
messengers of faith, thus giving hope and confidence and peace.

Benediction

The service of worship ends, the service of neighbor and world begins
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TODAY’'S SERVERS
LITURGIST: Al Cheney GREETER: Judy Zscheile

COFFEE HOST: Stan Cowan OFFERING COUNTER: Kathryn Adkins
Unity Candle: This week we pray for Gonzales Community Presbyterian Church
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mondaday: Operations Meeting at 10AM, Thomas
Bell Choir at 2:15PM

Tuesday: Session Meeting at 4PM, Zoom
Thursday: Choir at 2PM

Upcoming Events

e Lunch Cluster ONE meeting TODAY after worship at the Seascape Golf Club located
at 610 Clubhouse Drive in Aptos.

e SAVE the DATE: June 2™ - Red Cross Blood Drive, Hubler Hall, starts at 8:30AM by
appointment only using the Red Cross app.



